New Members

Promoting a strong local economy

All Seasons Gardening and
Landscaping

Gina Rivera

1167 E. Grand, AG
544-5296
Allseasonslandscaping.com

Collaboration LLC

Christine Frederick

3196 S. Higuera, Ste. D, SLO
541-9040
Collaboration-lic.com

Van Beurden Insurance
Carrie Van Beurden
715 6th Street

Paso Rables, CA 93446
238-2181
cavb@vanbeurden.com

Hardy Chiropractic
Trish Hardy, D.C.

G604 E. Grand Ave. AG
473-3800
drtrish@me.com

Lucas Phifer, D.C.
418 E. Grand, AG
574-1717

Dr. Laura Millis-Hansen, D.C.
A.D.1.O. Chiropractic Clinic
418 East Grand, AG
489-1326
adiodc1@yahoo.com

Queen for a Day
Housecleaning

Skye lverson

897 Oak Park Bivd. #74, PB
801-5834
queenforadayclean-
ing@gmail.com
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The Mattress Outlet

Walmart

Barnick Home Interiors

Beauty Secrets of Pismo Beach
The Mortgage House
Excelaron, LLC

Computer Techs

Glenn Martin

Matt Rice Insurance Services

Bean There, Done That

A profile of Lifesteps Foundation and the Wisdom Center

Recently | made a visit to the
Santa Maria Wisdom Center with
a group of our Chamber Ambas-
sadors. Program Director Betsy
Whitaker gave us a tourand a
brief overview of their program.
We were so touched by what we
heard and saw that ! wanted to
share what we learned with you.

The Santa Maria Wisdom Cen-
ter (part of Lifesteps Foundation)
is an Adult Day Health Care Cen-
ter for the disabled and frail
elderly. Their objective is to en-
able this population to remain
living in the community for as
long as possible.

Participants take part in vari-
ous recreational and social pro-
grams, but what makes the Wis-
dom Center unique is they offer
medical oversight services. A
Registered Nurse and a Licensed
Vocational Nurse manage the
health needs and act as a liaison
between the participants and
their physicians and families,

Lifesteps Foundation also
provides a range of mental
health services. About half of the

patticipants have a psychiatric
diagnosis and are on anti-
psychotic medications. These
issues are monitored by a social
worker and Licensed Clinical
Sacial Worker to ensure partici-
pants remain stable. The social
work staff also conduct one-to-
one therapy sessions and group
therapy sessions.

The Wisdom Center is primarily
funded through the MediCal pro-
gram. As you might know, in
March legislators voted to elimi-
nate all Adult Day Health Care
Centers (ADHC) as a MediCal
benefit with a contingency that
$85,000,000 be set aside fora
transition for this group into a
different type of ADHC program
funded by the federal govern-
ment. This was originally to hap-
pen through a waiver process;
however, the waiver was vetoed by
Governor Brown and the money
was earmarked for transitioning
this group into other sewvices in
the community.

The State is now pushing re-
sponsibility to CenCal—the Medi-

Cal man-
aged care
plan in this
area. The
state will
pay CenCal
$60 per
person, per
month for
their care. The Wisdom Center
currently receives $77 per per-
son, which Betsy told us just
barely covers costs. CenCal is
trying to determine how they
can provide the same care and
stay within the reimbursement
rate.

The official stop date for
MediCal payments is December
1. The Wisdom Center is hoping
to remain open and continue
providing services, but they will
have to find other funding
sources including grants and
private or corporate donations.

I you'd like more information
on how you can help the Wis-
dom Center, contact Betsy
Whitaker at
bwhitaker@lifestepsfoundation.

Judith Bean
President/CEQ
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