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 Safety is Everyone’s Business!
 

 

They all want to fill the void. But they haven’t coordinated and 
will be competing for a finite amount of money. 
 
Competition among the agencies was apparent Tuesday when 
the supervisors awarded federal Community Development 
Block Grant money. Two agencies with plans to create a local 
detox program received a combined $70,000. A third agency 
expressed plans to start one. 
 
Need for Detox. Treatment admissions for alcohol and 
methamphetamine addiction in San Luis Obispo County have 
never been higher, yet no detox facility exists here to help 
people get clean. 
 
People must travel north, south or 
east to find a detox program, where 
they often pay higher out-of-county 
rates, or they withdraw alone, which 
can be deadly for some longtime 
users because of negative physical 
reactions. 
 
For many people, County Jail has 
become the default detox, officials 
say.  County Drug and Alcohol 
Services contracts now with the Good 
Samaritan Shelter program in Santa 
Maria for one detox bed. 
 
The county has several sober -living homes. But to get to those, 
someone must be clean and sober, which often requires several 
weeks of monitored detox. Several agencies that offer sober 
living want to start a detox program. 
 
Life Steps Foundation, which has a sober -living house and 
residential treatment program for women with children, is 
applying for a state license for a 10-bed women’s detox 
program, said director Cheri Neal. 
 
Project Amend, a San Luis Obispo sober -living home for men, 
plans to apply for state licensing for six detox beds for men, said 
Michael Axelrod, Project Amend executive director and drug 
and alcohol counselor. Axelrod hopes to open by late summer. 
 
A third sober-living agency, Gryphon Society, is working with 
Good Samaritan to develop a detox program for men and 
women.  They all need funding. 
 
Rules were changed. Each year, the county and cities work 
together to allocate Community Development Block Grants from 
the U.S. Department of Hous ing and Urban Development. The 
grants pay for affordable housing, homeless shelters and services 
to low-income people, such as drug and alcohol services. 
 
The award process begins each fall, when agencies apply 
before the October deadline. City and county staffs recommend 
which projects to fund, and following two series of public 
workshops, county supervisors approve the funding. 

That hearing took place Tuesday. During public 
comment, Good Samaritan executive director Sylvia 
Barnard accused the county of skirting its own rules 
and playing favorites, because Project Amend was 
awarded nearly $20,000 for a sprinkler system 
despite submitting an application four months after 
the deadline. 
 
And Good Samaritan was awarded $50,000 from the 
city of Atascadero to work with El Camino 
Homeless Organization’s shelter to develop a detox 
in North County. Its application to develop a detox 

in San Luis Obispo with the 
Gryphon Society was 
denied. 
 
“I think there’s a huge need 
for detox, but we have to 
do it collaboratively,” 
Barnard said.  
 
During public meetings in 
January, the need for detox 
became apparent and the 
county realized it had 
additional unallocated 
funds, said Tony Navarro, 

the county planner who oversees the Community 
Development Block Grant award process. 
 
Supervisors approved new rules in March allowing 
acceptance of late applications. At Tuesday’s 
meeting, the supervisors didn’t comment directly on 
complaints over the change in the grant application 
process. They could not be reached for comment 
Wednesday. 
 
They did comment Tuesday on the need for detox. 
Supervisor Jim Patterson asked planning staff why 
more money wasn’t dedicated to detox services. 
 
“I’m just concerned that we didn’t allocate much 
money to address that problem and it’s been 
identified as the No. 1 unmet need,” Patterson said. 
 
 
Employment Anniversaries 
 
One Year 

Dearborne, Latesha C. 
Lawrence, Suzann 
Martin, Chanice 
Neeley, Susan L. 
Tan, Luini 
Waller, Jennifer 
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Two Years 
Contreras, Michael 
Schisler, Nicole 

Three Years 
Anda, Fabiola 
Ciriaco, Doris 
Mugol, Romerico 
Thomas, Walterteen 

Four Years 
Cates, Dean 

Six Years 
McEntee, Eleuteria 

Eight Years 
de Jesus, Nonilo P. 
Stahl, Mark 

 
 
Birthdays 
 
June 3 

Rivas, Hilario 
Smith, Danielle E. 

June 4 
Young, James 

June 5 
Nelson, Sherry 
Pamatian, Rosanna 

June  6 
Jackson, Bernice 

June 8 
Hunter, Sharon 

June 9 
Price, Linaye 

June 10 
Lobyanik, Aida 

June 11 
Magali, Audrey A.  

June 12 
Valencia, Rita 

June 13 
Cazares, Perla C. 

 
June 14 

Jacobs, Feliecia L. 

June 15 
Castro, Christina 

June 16 
Anderson, Audrey 
Koroma, Mariama 
Nelson, John D.  

June 17 
Torres, Sara 

June 21 
Chen, Yi-Lun 
Jackson, Mary J. 

June 23 
Dent, Gwendolyn 

June 25 
Lawrence, Suzann 

June 28 
Kang, Shiao-lin 
Salinas, Leticia 
Valdez, Sandy G. 

June 29 
Carpio, Lorena 

June 30 
Cerda, Crystal M. 
Medrano, Antonio 


